MB CONNECT: FEB 2025 ===
MB CONNECT is the method the Central Ohio Chapter will use to provide advance notice for upcoming  sponsored events, promote non-sponsored events that the Board believes may be of interest to Club members, and to communicate information that cannot wait until publication of the Newsletter or are not conducive to the Evite sytem.  
NOTE:  These communications are being sent from a non-monitored mailbox.  For general questions or comments, please reply to mbcacos@gmail.com.
What’s New?

Presidents’ Message:

It’s hard to believe but we’ve turned the corner on another year!  As I’m writing this, it’s another cold January day, with temperatures forecast to dip down below zero!  Brrrrr!  There’s a part of me that dislikes this time of year.  But one can always look at it a different way!  It’s also a time that forces you indoors a bit more, which makes it a perfect time to start preparing for the coming year.

Last week, your Mercedes-Benz Central Ohio Board met to begin the process of planning out the coming year.  We’ve already  booked a handful of items for 2025 with some other activities in more of a preliminary stage.  (Scheduled items appear below.)  As always, we would be happy to promote any activity that you would like to plan.  If you can give us a little bit of time (2 weeks would be preferable), we’d be happy to promote those items here, along with sending out the details using the Evite system that you have all come to know.  If you have an activity that is more of an unplanned event (but one that you plan on attending), we can also notify members by just sending out one of our MB Blasts.  A 2-3 day notice is still requested.  If you have such an event, please send me an email at lexi5001@aol.com.  Make sure to put something like “Benz Blast” in the Subject line!
And as we’re talking about activities, we would be remiss not to mention that the Club would greatly benefit from having a dedicated Activities Coordinator.  This person is not actually required to plan all activities, but is primarily involved in coordinating with the host, and is responsible for all communications to members.
We look forward to seeing you at some future events this year!

Happy Motoring!

Dennis & John

ITEMS OF INTERSEST:

** NEW ITEM ** SPOOFING NOTICE:  The following is a message from the National Business Office:
We want to bring to your attention recent spoofing attempts targeting several chapters of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America (MBCA). Please rest assured these incidents involve spoofing, not hacking. This means that unauthorized individuals are sending emails that appear to come from official MBCA chapter accounts to deceive recipients.
Our systems have not been breached, and no sensitive information has been compromised. However, we urge all members to remain vigilant. If you receive suspicious emails claiming to be from MBCA chapters, do not click on any links or provide personal information. Verify the sender's identity by contacting your chapter directly through known, official channels.
Official Renewal Notices come as:
From: Mercedes-Benz Club of America <no-reply@glueup.com>
Date: January 8, 2025 at 11:01:09 AM CST
To: Your Name <youremail@email.com>
Subject: It's time to renew your MBCA membership!
Reply-To: Kathryn Carruth <info@mbca.org>
** NEW ITEM ** AMELIA ISLAND KICKOFF:  Mercedes-Benz Club of America is a Featured Club at the 2025 Classic Motorsports Magazine's Amelia Island Kickoff!
Classic Motorsports Magazine's Amelia Island Kickoff will be held on Friday, March 7, 2025.  Only 150 vehicles will be accepted before the waitlist commences.
This event will be in Fernandina Beach at Main Beach Park, just a few miles north of the Ritz-Carlton! 
For more information, see the link below:

https://www.ameliakickoff.com/

MERCEDES-BENZ MEMBER BADGES:  Interested in ordering a Mercedes-Benz Name Badge?  Crafted from durable engraved plastic, these name badges are sure to add a sense of style and class to your members' meetings and events. Name badges come with two backer options -- magnet and safety pin.  See the link below.  Badges are $20/each.
https://engravedcompany.com/products/mercedes-benz-club-of-america-name-badge
MEMBER NEW VEHICLE REBATES:  Below is a listing of the current Membership Rebates on new Mercedes-Benz vehicles:

HOW TO CREATE A MEMBER PROFILE:  If you have not already visited and established your new MBCA member account, please do so now.  Every member should have received an email inviting you to establish your account and establish a new password on March 13, 2024.

What if you didn’t get that email or put the email in your trash? Simply go to mbca.org and click on Register and proceed with your email address. If you get a message that your email address already exists, then click on Login, and then click on the Forgot Password link to set your password. 

Once logged into the website:
· Click on your PROFILE, complete your profile, and tell us more about your interests and the cars in your garage. 
· Click on GO to My Glue Home to explore Your Chapter Community, interact with your Chapter Community, stay informed with upcoming Events.  
· EXPLORE more in the Mercedes-Benz Club of America of the website.  Switch organizations by clicking on the blue circle with your initials, then Switch Organizations to the Mercedes-Benz Club of America.
· Join our Communities (Mercedes-Benz Club of America):
· Star Interest Groups (Groups by Car Models)
· Star Marketplace (Buy and sell cars, parts, and Mercedes-Benz related items)
· Star TECH (Join the conversation on maintenance, and technical aspects of your Mercedes-Benz)
CALENDAR OF EVENTS:

 Upcoming Events:

Arpil 27 or May 3:  Raven’s Glen Ride & Wine Tasting.  Hosts:  Greg and Ann Gillman.

July 19:  Arthritis Foundation Auto Show and Classic Car Cruise-in. Host: Mel Rochowiak.

October 26:  12th Annual Chicken Fry.  Sponsored by Germain Mercedes. Hosts: Greg and Ann Gillman

FYI Events:

The following are non-sponsored events that may be of interest to Club members:

May 10:  Zoar Maifest - All German Car Festival, including food, music, museum tours and car show.
July 12: Gilmore Car Museum DeutscheMarques – Largest All-German car show in America.

October 11:  Gilmore Car Museum Octoberfest – All-German Car Show and Food

October 12:  Delaware Charity Car Show – classic car show in Delaware Ohio.

