MB CONNECT: APR 2025 ==
MB CONNECT is the method the Central Ohio Chapter will use to provide advance notice for upcoming  sponsored events, promote non-sponsored events that the Board believes may be of interest to Club members, and to communicate information that cannot wait until publication of the Newsletter or are not conducive to the Evite sytem.  
NOTE:  These communications are being sent from a non-monitored mailbox.  For general questions or comments, please reply to mbcacos@gmail.com.
What’s New?

Presidents’ Message:

Spring has finally arrived!  As I sit writing this, we’re in that final battle to see when Winter will finally let go of its grip on us.  It’s winning today – as it’s a cool 40 degrees, but by tomorrow everything changes, and we will shoot back into the 60s and 70s.  Perfect timing for our first Club event – the annual Raven’s Glen Drive and Wine visit!  It’s a Club favorite and we hope many of you can attend!  

As I mentioned in the last newsletter, we would be happy to promote any activity that you would like to plan.  If you can give us a little bit of time (2 weeks would be preferable), we’d be happy to promote those items here, along with sending out the details using the Evite system that you have all come to know.  If you have an activity that is more of an unplanned event (but one that you plan on attending), we can also notify members by just sending out one of our MB Blasts.  A 2-3 day notice is still requested.  If you have such an event, please send me an email at lexi5001@aol.com.  Make sure to put something like “Benz Blast” in the Subject line!
We would be remiss not to mention that the Club would greatly benefit from having a dedicated Activities Coordinator.  This person is not actually required to plan all activities, but is primarily involved in coordinating with the host, and is responsible for all communications to members.
We look forward to seeing you at some future events this year!

Happy Motoring!

Dennis & John

ITEMS OF INTEREST:

** NEW ITEM ** RAVEN’S GLEN RIDE & WINE TASTING, APRIL 27:  One of the Club’s most popular events is coming up this month – the annual Spring drive to Raven’s Glen which includes lunch and wine tasting.

MBCACOS FUN RUN – RAVEN’S GLENN WINERY

   SUNDAY, APRIL 27 – 10:00AM
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Witness rare vehicles from our area taking the spotlight as a tribute
to our community and shared passion for automobiles!
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Please join MBCACOC for the sponsored May Driving Event hosted by Greg and Ann Gillman on Sunday, April 27 to Raven's Glenn Winery (56183 CR-143, West Lafayette, OH).  Enjoy a wine tasting of some of the best wines made in Ohio and enjoy some great food for lunch at their restaurant.
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Take US Route 62 NE from New Albany to Martinsburg (approx. 28 miles).

Take Ohio Route 541 East to Coshocton.

Take US Route 36 East to Raven’s Glenn Winery (approx. 7 miles) on the right.

Total trip is about 66.4 miles.
We will leave at 10:00AM sharp from the Sheetz gas station at 9905 Johnstown Rd. (SR 62), New Albany, OH 43054, and we’ll be taking a spirited drive up to Raven's Glenn Winery on some of Ohio's best winding country roads. If you haven't driven on Ohio Route 541 up to Coshocton before, you will be in for a real treat! This is a "rain-or-shine" event.  For additional information, please contact:  Greg Gillman, 614-296-4803 / greggillmanphoto@gmail.com.

** NEW ITEM ** JEROME TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY CAR SHOW, JUNE 7:  Crown Mercedes is a sponsor for a car show in Jerome Township benefitting the Fallen 15.  The Fallen 15 was created to HONOR those who sacrificed, or lost their life, while providing service towards our country in support of the Global War on Terrorism. Through various programs and camaraderie events, we CELEBRATE the lives and service of those who selflessly gave to this great nation. In addition to remembering those fallen service members, we also hope to INSPIRE others to come together in support of our military families left behind.

As Crown Mercedes has always been incredibly generous with support for our Club, we ask all members to consider participating in this event.  For more information about The Fallen 15, see the link below:

https://www.thefallen15.org/
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** NEW ITEM **  ZOAR MAIFEST ALL-MARQUES GERMAN CAR SHOW, MAY 10:  Historic Zoar Village in Zoar, Ohio, will host its sixth annual “All-Marques German Car Show” during Zoar Maifest on Saturday, May 10, 2024. The car show will take place from 10:30 AM to 2:00 PM at the lot on the corner of Main Street (SR 212) and 5th Street. All German auto marques and vehicles are welcome to participate.
The car show is part of Zoar’s annual Maifest, which features a German food and brew hall offering German-style craft beers from four regional breweries. The event’s entertainment lineup includes:

· Friday Night – Visinata (polka and German music)

· Saturday Morning – Lulu’s Button Box Revue (accordion music)

· Saturday Afternoon – Gemütlichkeit Cleveländer Musikanten (traditional German music)
For more information call 330-874-3011 or visit our website:  www.historiczoarvillage.com
or Facebook page:   www.facebook.com/historiczoarvillage
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** NEW ITEM ** MBCA TRIPS TO GERMANY 2025:    The 2025 MBCA Trips to Germany: the best of past and present have been scheduled for June 2-8, and September 15-21! 
Each trip includes six hotel nights, six breakfasts, six dinners, and four lunches. Travel by chartered deluxe coach, admissions and taxes, hotel and restaurant gratuities, English-speaking Mercedes-Benz host, and an MBCA host are also included. Airfare and personal expenses such as alcohol, souvenirs, and gratuities are not included. Cost: $3,400 per person. A nonrefundable $500 deposit per person is required upon registering for the MBCA Trip to Germany. An additional $400 supplement fee is required for single travelers.
For more information, see the link below:

https://www.mbca.org/mbca-trip-germany-best-past-and-present
** NEW ITEM ** STAR SUMMIT BIRMINGHAM:  Join the MBCA Alabama-NW Florida Chapter for Star Summit Birmingham, a unique event celebrating Mercedes-Benz heritage and innovation.
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Summit will be held July 23-28, and includes the following:

· MBUSI Factory Tour:
· Explore the Mercedes-Benz factory near Birmingham, which features electric trams, and visit the new body shop with 3,000 KUKA robots. See where iconic models like the ML, GLS Maybach, and EQS SUVs were built. Trained chapter members will lead comprehensive tours.
· Exciting Drives and Destinations:
· Barber Vintage Motorsports Museum: Home to 1,700 motorcycles and 120 race cars, including Lotus, Porsche, and Formula One vehicles.
· U.S. Space & Rocket Museum (Huntsville): A world-class aerospace experience.
· Additional scenic drives and destinations to be announced.
· Concours and Off-Roading:
· Saturday: MBCA-judged concours and Silver Star judging at the MBUSI Visitor Center. Off-road adventures on the Talladega Skyline Motorway for G-wagons and other SUVs.
· Sunday: Autobahn Experience at Talladega Superspeedway, featuring acceleration runs, driving skills sessions, and autocross.
· Performance Driving:
· Monday: Performance Driving at Talladega Grand Prix road course with air-conditioned facilities and expert instruction.
· Evening Events:
· Happy hours, awards, and guest speakers, including Mercedes-Benz experts and MBUSI representatives.
** NEW ITEM **  TIME-SPEED-DISTANCE RALLY EVENTS:  Are you looking for driving events to participate in this summer?  Have you ever heard of Time-Speed-Distance Rally events?  TSD Rally is a precision-based competition where a driver and navigator must stay on a specific route over many miles and go through checkpoints at specific times.  It is not about going as fast as you can, speed limits are observed.  It’s about arriving to a precise location as accurately as possible.  The Central Ohio Rally Club (https://corc-rally.org/) organizes several events per year.  MBCA member Rodd Masteller joined the fine folks of the CORC on two events last year and had a great time.  If this interests you, ask him about his experience at rodd.masteller@gmail.com.  Keep an eye on the CORC website for event notifications.
** NEW ITEM **  HIGH-PERFORMANCE DRIVER EDUCATION:  If you’re looking for driving events that are a little more heart pounding, Rodd has also become a member of https://AutoInterests.com, an organization that operates HPDE (High Performance Driver Education) events in and around Ohio.  You get classroom instruction and an instructor in your passenger seat for five or six 20-minute sessions on a race track.  There is an event in April at Mid-Ohio, so if anyone is interested in signing up (limited space!!), look at the event details at the above website and contact Rodd with any questions you may have.
** NEW ITEM **  MECUM AUCTIONS INDIANAPOLIS:  Interested in going to the Mecum Auctions in Indianapolis?  The auctions are held at the Indianapolis State Fairgrounds;  1202 E 38th Street, and run from May 9 – May 17th.  General admission tickets are $30 for a 1-day ticket and $75 for a 3-day ticket.  MBCA members are offered a 50% discount on the Standard and Annual Bidder’s registration which includes admission for the bidder and one guest.  Use Code:  25MBCACLUB.
** NEW ITEM **  MERCEDES-BENZ DEALERSHIP COMING TO SUNBURY:  An upcoming Mercedes-Benz auto dealership aspires to be one of the biggest in the country for the brand.

Mercedes-Benz of Sunbury is under construction at 7990 St. Route 37 East in front of the Tanger Outlet Mall, with a May 2026 opening targeted.  

For more information, see the link below:
https://www.bizjournals.com/columbus/news/2025/02/25/moreno-mercedes-benz-sunbury-dealership.html?j=38763646&senddate=2025-02-25&empos=p2
MEMBER NEW VEHICLE REBATES:  Below is a listing of the current Membership Rebates on new Mercedes-Benz vehicles:
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MERCEDES-BENZ MEMBER BADGES:  Interested in ordering a Mercedes-Benz Name Badge?  Crafted from durable engraved plastic, these name badges are sure to add a sense of style and class to your members' meetings and events. Name badges come with two backer options -- magnet and safety pin.  See the link below.  Badges are $20/each.

https://engravedcompany.com/products/mercedes-benz-club-of-america-name-badge
HOW TO CREATE A MEMBER PROFILE:  If you have not already visited and established your new MBCA member account, please do so now.  Every member should have received an email inviting you to establish your account and establish a new password on March 13, 2024.

What if you didn’t get that email or put the email in your trash? Simply go to mbca.org and click on Register and proceed with your email address. If you get a message that your email address already exists, then click on Login, and then click on the Forgot Password link to set your password. 

Once logged into the website:
· Click on your PROFILE, complete your profile, and tell us more about your interests and the cars in your garage. 
· Click on GO to My Glue Home to explore Your Chapter Community, interact with your Chapter Community, stay informed with upcoming Events.  
· EXPLORE more in the Mercedes-Benz Club of America of the website.  Switch organizations by clicking on the blue circle with your initials, then Switch Organizations to the Mercedes-Benz Club of America.
· Join our Communities (Mercedes-Benz Club of America):
· Star Interest Groups (Groups by Car Models)
· Star Marketplace (Buy and sell cars, parts, and Mercedes-Benz related items)
· Star TECH (Join the conversation on maintenance, and technical aspects of your Mercedes-Benz)
CALENDAR OF EVENTS:

 Upcoming Events:

Arpil 27:  Raven’s Glen Ride & Wine Tasting.  Hosts:  Greg and Ann Gillman.

July 19:  Arthritis Foundation Auto Show and Classic Car Cruise-in. Host: Mel Rochowiak.

October 26:  12th Annual Chicken Fry.  Sponsored by Germain Mercedes. Hosts: Greg and Ann Gillman

FYI Events:

The following are non-sponsored events that may be of interest to Club members:

May 10:  Zoar Maifest - All German Car Festival, including food, music, museum tours and car show.

June 7:  Jerome Township Community Car Show – Community car show benefitting the Fallen 15.
July 12: Gilmore Car Museum DeutscheMarques – Largest All-German car show in America.

October 11:  Gilmore Car Museum Octoberfest – All-German Car Show and Food

October 12:  Delaware Charity Car Show – classic car show in Delaware Ohio.

