Stars in Georgia Newsletter February 2025 https://mbca.glueup.com/organization/6162/campaign/344551/preview

Volume 47 - Vol 1 | February 2025

Rusty Duncan, President

Happy 2025!

A new year brings new opportunities to come together and celebrate our
shared passion for Mercedes-Benz. As we embark on another exciting year,
| want to take a moment to reflect on some recent changes within our club.
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As | mentioned in our previous issue, our board has undergone a few
transitions. Rubin Howard has stepped down to pursue his career, and we
extend our gratitude for his contributions and dedication to our club. | am
honored to step into the role of President, and | am thrilled to announce that
Sam Kamber has taken on my previous position as Vice President. I'd also
like to extend a warm welcome to our newest board and committee
members: Abel Beck, Austin Hoffer, and Marissa Hegyesi. Their enthusiasm
and expertise will undoubtedly help drive our club forward.

We have an exciting lineup of events ahead, and | encourage you to visit
our website for full details and to sign up. Here’s a glimpse of what’s coming

up:
« Halcyon Cars & Coffee Meet-ups — Hosted by the MB Experience by

RBM of Alpharetta, these gatherings take place on the first Saturday of
each month. The next event is on February 1st, 2025.

» MotoEscape Tour — Join us for a tour of their Atlanta facility
on February 8th, 2025.

« Virtual Meeting — HPDE 101: The Tech Inspection Explained — Learn
about vehicle inspections required for High Performance Driving
on February 19th, 2025.

« Garland Mountain Clay Shoot — Test your skills and enjoy a great day
out on February 22nd, 2025.

« Amelia Island Concours — A weekend of automotive excellence
on March 8th, 2025.

« Braves Tour of Truist Park — Explore the home of the Braves on March
15th, 2025.

« Mountain Drives — Mark your calendars for April 19th, 2025, as we
drive to the Savoy!

1/30/25, 10:47 AM
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Read more President's Message
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Member Spotlight - Marisa Hegyesi

by Marisa Hegyesi
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Marisa was born and raised in Houston, Texas. She is a 5th generation
Texan and a 3rd generation native Houstonian. Marisa and her husband,
Stephen (Steve), moved to Georgia in 2019 to be closer to his two younger
sisters.

After obtaining her Bachelor of Science, Legal Studies degree from the
University of Houston Clear Lake, Marisa completed her Masters in
International Business (MIB) at the University of St. Thomas, Houston.

As far as a profession, Marisa worked for two years with The University of
Texas Health Science Center at Houston as the Communications Officer -
Office of Facilities Planning & Campus Development. While with UTHSCH,
she co-authored a Mobility Plan for the campus and was a liaison/
coordinator between the University and the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) for the $100M+ Tropical Storm Allison
Recovery. Marisa was also published during this time in several magazines
regarding sustainability and recycling.

The remainder of her 20 year career was dedicated to the metals recycling
industry. Marisa worked as the Corporate Coordinator for Schnitzer Steel
Industries, Inc. (Proler International), one of the nation's largest recyclers of
scrap metal, and a leading manufacturer of finished steel products. After
Schnitzer, she worked for the Commercial Metals Company, a Fortune 500
steel company that recycles, manufactures, fabricates, and trades steel
globally as a Plant Manager. Read More about Marisa

1/30/25, 10:47 AM
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Rubin Howard - Eastern Region Officer of the Year

Dear Members of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America Peachtree Chapter
and Friends,

| am deeply honored and humbled to have been nominated for the Officer of
the Year award for 2024. This recognition means more to me than | can
express, as it reflects not only my love and dedication to this organization
but also my deep appreciation for the incredible support and camaraderie
that define MBCA Peachtree.

1/30/25, 10:47 AM
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Serving MBCA Peachtree has been one of the most rewarding experiences
of my life. From the friendships I’'ve built over the years, starting as a
freshman in college, to the mentorship I've received and the privilege of
serving as president, every moment has reminded me of why this club is so
special. Being part of a community that celebrates the culture, heritage,
innovation, and passion of owning a Mercedes-Benz has been nothing short
of extraordinary.

| regret that | cannot be there in person to accept this award and express
my gratitude face-to-face. | am currently in Florida exploring a very exciting
and formative opportunity that | hope will result in some interesting stories to
share with you all. Please know that my heart is with you, and | look forward
to seeing you soon to thank you properly.

| want to extend my deepest gratitude to the members, leaders, and
volunteers who make this organization so exceptional. My vision for Star
Summit started as just an idea, and it required tremendous support,
dedication, and countless hours to bring it to life. This award is as much
yours as it is mine because none of this would have been possible without
the collective spirit and passion that drives MBCA forward.

Finally, I'd like to thank each and every board member I've had the pleasure
of serving with.

Thank you again for this incredible honor. It is a privilege to be part of such
an inspiring community, and | look forward to continuing our journey
together.

Let’s drive forward and reach for the stars.
Rubin Howard

1/30/25, 10:47 AM
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February and March Events

2/8 | MotoEscape Tour | register
2/19 | HPDE 101: The Tech Inspection Explained | register] ZOOM
2/22 | Garland Mountain Shoot | register | map

3/1 | Cars and Coffee | register | map

3/8 | Amelia Island Concours | info| map

3/15 | Braves Tour of Truist Park | register | map

3/22-23 | Alabama PCA HPE Barber Motosports | register | map
3/26 | HPDE 101: The First Classroom Session | register] ZOOM

April and May Events

4/5 | Cars and Coffee | register | map
4/19 | Mountain Drive to Savoy Car Museum | watch for details | map
4/26 | Tour to Comer GA | register] map

5/3 | Cars and Coffee | register | map
5/10 | Wolf Mountain Vineyard and Auto Collection | watch for details | map
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June and July Events

6/7 | Cars and Coffee | register | map
6/21 | MBCA Driving Academy | register | map

7/5 | Cars and Coffee | watch for registration link | map

7/12 | Mountain Drive | watch for details

7/19 | Members' Appreciation Lunch | watch for details

7/23-27 | Star Summit Alabama | watch for registration link

7/28 | MBCA Performance Driving Academy at TGPR | register | map
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Welcome NEW and
Rejoining Members

By Reijo Haarla, Membership Director

12 of 38

Jonathan Atwater
Warner Allen
John Baird

Jason Cherkas
Paige Rumsey
William Scott
Josi Waldschuetz

Thank you to our

Mercedes-Benz Club of America — Peachtree
Chapter keeps organizing a large variety of
events members can participate. For this new
year, we have again scheduled interesting events
throughout the whole year. Please check the
event calendar in this Newsletter and register to
attend for an upcoming event. Attending club
events is the best way to meet members that
share your interest in Mercedes-Benz vehicles.

RENEWING

Members When it becomes time to renew your
membership, you can do it online at mbca.org, or

ZE:IC;::TUﬁ logging into GlueUp and renewing from your

Nick Catania membership profile, or just simply proceed your

Michael Cavin renewal from the MBCA reminder email. You can

Eldon Collier also call the MBCA National Business Office at

Robert Curlee 719.633.6427 to renew over the phone. The

Jean-Mari Girardot MBCA National Business Office has expanded

George Hair their calling hours, they are now available

Austin Hoffer

Kirk Maassen
Gerhard Mayrhofer
Stuart Pratcher
Michael Ruscitti
Stephen Schwab
John Sparling
Brian Von Helmolt
Axel Vorpahl

David Waldrop

Monday through Friday 9 am to 5 pm MST. You
can also select an Auto-Renewal to ensure your
membership stays active.

Welcome to the Club!

As a member, you will receive Peachtree Chapter’s
newsletter “Stars in Georgia”, accompanied by The Star
magazine. Please visit our webpage where you will find
copies of recent newsletters, a complete calendar of
scheduled events, contact information of our section
officers and directors, and much more.

Mercedes-Benz Club of America membership benefits
include:

1/30/25, 10:47 AM
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e The Star Magazine

e Section Newsletter

e Local, Regional and National Events

e Member Rebate Program

¢ Discount on Parts, Service & Accessories at
Participating Mercedes-Benz Dealers Discounts

e Hagerty- MBCA members receive a 5% discount

e Club Trips to Germany

¢ Mecum Auctions Discount

Renewing your Membership is EASY!
1. Renew from the email reminder that comes in your email *
2. Log into your MBCA account and Renew from your Membership profile *
3. Mail a check to the National Business Office:

Mercedes-Benz Club of America

10 Boulder Crescent St, Suite 200

Colorado Springs CO 80903
4. Call the National Business Office and renew over the phone Tues-Thurs:
9 am - 3 pm MT Phone: 719.633.6427

* 60 days before membership expiration, must log into mbca.org
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Logging into your Glue Up Accountwith your MBCA login credentials. If you have not
established your MBCA login, you can easily register by clicking on “Register”.  If the
system warns you that the email is already linked to an existing Glue Up account and you
forgot your password, click “forgot password” to recover it before logging in.
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Oh the Throttle Cable Guide !!!

by Gary Edwards, Technical Advisor

I’m going to cover a trivial issue, though it didn’t seem so trivial when it
happened to me while driving the 1992 300CE-24 about 60 in the left lane of
195 through Jacksonwville. | felt a thunk in the throttle and then suddenly had
no throttle control. The engine went to idle and stayed there no matter what

| did with the gas pedal. | was able to get into the emergency lane on the
Trout River bridge and since the engine was at idle, | was able to continue
to a safer position on one of the exits.

Since | felt it in my accelerator pedal, | thought that I'd either broken the
accelerator cable or the cable end had popped off. | was very fortunate to
find that | did have a Mercedes tool kit in the car. With Cheryl warning traffic
away from me, | got on my knees and pulled the panel around the pedals so
| could see the accelerator pedal end of the cable and found that it was fully
attached. | then moved to the engine compartment; | had to remove the air
cleaner so | could see the other end of the cable. Read More about the
Thottle Cable

1/30/25, 10:47 AM
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Rusty Duncan, Event Planner

Join us for a tour of MBCA Peachtree's newest sponsor, MotoEscape, on
Saturday, February 8, 2025, from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM. Owners Chris
Fabina and Matt Otten will guide us through their facility and showcase the
services they offer to car enthusiasts. This event is free and open to all
MBCA members. Don't miss the chance to meet our sponsor, MotoEscape!

MotoEscape was founded in 2019 to tackle an over-flowing garage full of
projects with their first venture in a 6,500 sq ft warehouse nearby. After
quickly growing out of this space, the need for a bigger facility was
desperately needed. In 2022, MotoEscape ATL was formed with Chris
Fabina and Matt Otten with the goal of finding a much larger space to
accommodate more members, more amenities and create a community of
enthusiasts. After securing and remodeling a 24,000 sq ft space close to
Truist Park and Dobbins Air Force Base in Marietta we opened MotoEscape
ATL in July 2022.

Please register by Wednesday, February 5th 2025.

MotoEscape Tour

HPDE 101: The Tech Cars and Clays
Wed Feb 19 7:00 pm Sat February 22

1/30/25, 10:47 AM
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Gary Edwards, Event Planner

Before going to the track for High
Performance Driver Education
(HPDE), your car will need a tech
inspection. As part of our
introduction to HPDE series, we'll
discuss what this inspection does
and doesn't cover, who should do
the inspection, and what you
should be looking for / looking at
on your car. There will be plenty of
time for questions. Free!

HPDE: 101 Tech

https://mbca.glueup.com/organization/6162/campaign/344551/preview

Steve Chapman,, Event Planner

Plan on joining your MBCA friends
at Garland Mountain Sporting
Clays on Saturday, February
22nd.

We will meet at Garland Mountain
Sporting Clays at 9:00 am. There
will be a food truck onsite if you
would like to get something to eat
afterward.

Cars and Clay

1/30/25, 10:47 AM
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Braves Tour HPDE 101: Classroom

Sat March 15 Wed March 26 7:00 pm
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Ernie Smallman, Event Planner

The Atlanta Braves are preparing
for spring training and their first
game of the season on 3 April at
Truist Park. You can prepare for
the season by touring Truist Park
on 15 March.

The event cost is $27 per person,
which includes two hours’ free
parking. The parking benefit
saves club members a minimum
$10.00 parking fee. An optional
lunch will be available at a Battery
restaurant just outside the
stadium.

Braves Tour

https://mbca.glueup.com/organization/6162/campaign/344551/preview

Gary Edwards, Event Planner

This is an example of what will be
covered in the first classroom
session at an MBCA Performance
Driving Academy HPDE event.
We'll go over safety, flags,
passing rules, driving position,
terminology and a bit about
driving the track.

This is designed to give you a
taste of what's covered and what
you'll learn when you come to one
of our events. There will be plenty
of time for questions.

HPDE101: Classroom

1/30/25, 10:47 AM
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Tour to Comer GA

Saturday, April 26, 2025
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Geri Whaley-Ewers, Event Planner

Please join us for an unforgettable trip to the quaint city of Comer, GA
on Saturday, April 26, 2025.

We will meet in Comer at eleven o'clock, All of the activities are within
walking distance.

« Car Display
Glass Demonstration At Bendzunas Glass Studio

Lunch At Maggie's Cafe
Visit To The Soldier Of The Sea Distillery
3 Porch Farm (Optional)

Please register by Sunday, April 20, 2025.

Participation is restricted to the first 20 individuals.

Tour to Comer GA
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MBCA Driving Academy Driving Skills Course

Saturday, June 21, 2025

Gary Edwards, Event Planner

On Saturday, June 21st, spend a day behind the wheel and learn life-saving
advanced driving skills, including wet weather, evasive, and defensive
handling skills.

Instruction will be provided in your own car, which does not have to be a
Mercedes. This course is intended to provide you with training and
experience in handling your own car in emergency situations.

The day starts at 8:00 AM with classroom instruction, but plan to arrive
before 7:45 so that you have time to check in. You'll need to sign a facility
waiver and MBCA waiver at registration. The day will conclude at about 5:00

1/30/25, 10:47 AM
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PM. The cost is $100, which includes lunch. This event will be held rain or
shine

Driving Skills Course

Performance Driving Outlook for 2025

by Gary Edwards, National Performance Driving Chair

Set some dates aside for performance driving events. We’re continuing our

26 of 38 1/30/25, 10:47 AM
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HPDE 101 series via ZOOM on February 19th (Tech Inspection) and March
26th (Classroom Session); registration links for these are elsewhere in this
issue.

Save the date for June 21st, we’ll be conducting another MBCA Driving
Academy at the Colombia County Driver training facility. The cost will be
only $100; | don’t have the registration up yet but we’ll let you know when it
is.

Star Summit Birmingham will include the MBCA Performance Driving
Academy at Talladega Gran Prix Raceway on July 28th and the price is only
$250. Register at: http://msreg.com/StarsummitTGPR

There are a couple of PCA HPDE events of interest, though by the time this
newsletter goes out, the February 22rd event at Atlanta Motorsports Park
will probably be filled up (https://clubregistration.net/events/event-
details.cfm?event id=15307), but the Barber event on March 22nd and 23rd
might still have some seats (hitps://clubregistration.net/events/event-
details.cfm?event id=15439). There is also a complete schedule of PCA
autocross events at Atlanta Motor Speedway starting on March 15th (https://
clubregistration.net/events/event-details.cfm?event_id=15432).

Though we lost our Watkins Glen date for this year, we hope to be able to
return there in 2026. | encourage you to sign up for one of these fun events
— the ZOOM sessions are designed to give you a taste of what to expect
and to give you plenty of time to ask questions if you’re nervous about
attending your first track event. But | warn you — it’s additive!

1/30/25, 10:47 AM
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Mercedes-Benz USA Announces AMG Experience 2025 On
Track Schedule

Exciting Lineup Includes Debut Visit to Indianapolis Motor Speedway,
Return to Laguna Seca

January 22, 2025 — Atlanta.

* Five iconic tracks for 2025: Indianapolis Motor Speedway, WeatherTech Raceway
Laguna Seca, Sonoma Raceway, Michelin Raceway Road Atlanta, and Circuit of
the Americas.

¢ Limited spots available at www.AMGexperienceUS.com; early registration is
encouraged to secure participation.
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o Participants will experience the performance of AMG vehicles with expert
instruction on world-class tracks, creating unforgettable moments for driving
enthusiasts.

Mercedes-Benz USA is thrilled to announce the 2025 AMG Experience On Track schedule,
which offers automotive enthusiasts and performance drivers the opportunity to experience
the thrill of AMG vehicles on some of the most iconic tracks in the United States.

READ MORE
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Holiday Luncheon Post Event

Old Blind Dog Pub - December 14, 2025
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Ernie Smallman and Pat Duer, Event Planners

Thirty-eight Peachtree members and guests enjoyed an Irish holiday lunch
of corn beef and cabbage, broiled salmon, and Shepard’s pie with brownie
and ice cream desert. President Rusty Duncan awarded Rubin Howard with
the past President’s plaque. Rubin was also the recipient of the Mercedes
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Benz Club Regional Officer of the Year award presented by national Vice
President and Peachtree chapter member Diana Quinn.

Special recognition was given to Thom Lammert and wife Jane Brown for
their explementary effort in preparing and serving the three previous
Member Appreciation Event lunches. The 2024-Member of the Year award
was presented by President Duncan to Dietmar Schmid for his assistance
with Cars and Coffee events and his skill at organizing monthly mountain
drives.|

The coveted Partain Award given in memory of the Peachtree founder Jim
Partain, was awarded to Diana Quinn in recognition to her contribution as

Peachtree newsletter editor, national officer, and past Peachtree President.

Festivities included door prize drawings for fourteen $25 Ole Blind Dog gift
cards that the event budget made available with assistance of the host
pub.

Many thanks to Diana Quinn for timely assistance with registration and the
program, and to attendees who were generous in providing toys for
Peachtree to contribute to the Marine Corp Toys for Tots Christmas

drive.
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MBCA Educational Foundation Announces Grants

by Bryan F. Gunning, MBCAEF, President

The Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc. Educational Foundation
(MBCAEF) was founded in 1997 to preserve the history and heritage of
Mercedes-Benz vehicles. We have defined that as supporting automotive
technical education. Such as education for automotive technicians. We have
been successful in this regard with our support of the McPherson College’s
Automotive Restoration Program. We started supporting them in 2001 and
have brought leading Mercedes-Benz authorities to the Automotive
Restoration Program. Another success was brokering an internship between
McPherson College and Mercedes-Benz Classic Centers in Fellbach
Germany and California. MBCA Pikes Peak, Wichita, Central Oklahoma and
Kansas City Chapters have been strong supporters of the restoration
program for over two decades.

As you might recall McPherson College’s Automotive Restoration Program
recently took Second Place in their class with a 1952 Mercedes-Benz 300S
Cabriolet that they restored over eight years.

The MBCAEF would like to work with local chapters to bring the enthusiasm
we have for Mercedes-Benz to local automotive vocational high schools and

1/30/25, 10:47 AM
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colleges. To that end we have set aside $500 each for the first ten chapters
who agree to establish a long-term relationship with their local automotive
vocational high school or college.

Learn More EF Grants
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Peachtree Chapter, MBCA Officers
and Board of Directors and
Leadership Support Members

Rusty Duncan
president@mbcapeachtree.com
Sam Kamber
vicepresident@mbcapeachtree.com
Brett Butler
secretary@mbcapeachtree.com
Jim Fekete
treasurer@mbcapeachtree.com
Rubin Howard

(Ex-Officio)
exofficio@mbcapeachtree.com

Directors
directors@mbcapeachtree.com
Reijo Haarla

Marisa Hegyesi

Joseph Ruda Jr.

Past presidents
Steve Chapman

Ernie Smallman

JoAnne Taylor

Committees

Reijo Haarla - Membership
membership@mbcapeachtree.com
Diana Quinn - Newsletter
newsletter@mbcapeachtree.com
Rusty Duncan - Sponsors
sponsor@mbcapeachtree.com
Gary Edwards - Technical

https://mbca.glueup.com/organization/6162/campaign/344551/preview

Events
events@mbcapeachtree.com
Rusty Duncan

Sam Kamber

Gary Edwards

Jim Fekete

For information or questions about the
Peachtree Section, please contact us at
770-376-0669.
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technical@mbcapeachtree.com
Diana Quinn - Webmaster
webmaster@mbcapeachtree.com

Directors at Large
Abel Beck

Will Coloma

Austin Hoffer
Dietmar Schmidt

MBCA Vice-Chair
Diana Quinn
dianaquinn@me.com

https://mbca.glueup.com/organization/6162/campaign/344551/preview

Your MBCA Membership card is now in
the My MBCA mobile app (Available for
IOS and Andriod).

¢ Log into the app with your MBCA
email and password. To set/reset
your password go to www.mbca.org
> Login > Forgot Password

¢ Select the Mercedes-Benz Club of
America organization

¢ Click on Profile

¢ Click on Memberships

TIP: Take a screen shot of your
membership card and save to your
photos in your phone

1/30/25, 10:47 AM
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