
1 

 1 

3rd Quarter  

July  through September   2024  

  

Texas Hill Country Section 

Message from the President 

From the  

Editor—Cars 

 

1 

August Event– 
Siobain’s Store 

3 

Camp Verde 4 

Officers 5 

Voting 6 

Upcoming Events 7 

Member   

Information  

8 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

John is currently out of town... 

Rebecca Creek 
Park—Charlie & 
Yaeko... 

Mercedes-Benz Club 
CARS I HAVE OWNED– BEFORE I FOUND MERCEDES-BENZ 

Over the last few months I’ve 
been writing about the experience 
of getting my first car and the ones 
that came after. I had a lot to learn 
about car ownership, the mainte-
nance involved, and the cars 
ahead in my future. 

So after my 1
st
 car, the ’59 Ford 

Galaxie 500, and after selling the 

’62 Olds and getting $900 for it, I 

was on the hunt for my next car. 

When Ford unveiled the 1965 

Mustang; I was hooked right 

away. That was the car for me. Of 

course $900 was not going to get 

me a Mustang. I was still in high 

school. But the hunt was on for a 

used Mustang that I could possibly 

afford. Not long after the sale of 

the Olds, I lost my dad… and I 

drove his ’61 Comet to school and 

work for a while longer.  

I still had years to go before I dis-

covered Mercedes-Benz and what  

C. Dove The Mustang – My 3rd car 

it was like to drive and own one. 
At this time in my life, a Mercedes-
Benz was only a distant and pass-
ing dream. 

But Mustangs were running 

through my head now – back then 

car ads were in the newspaper, 

and there were lots of ads. Used 

’65 mustangs were priced be-

tween $1400 and $1900 depend-

ing on options, mileage and condi-

tion. 

During my junior year in high 

school, I got a part time job at the 

San Antonio Light newspaper 

company working in the advertis-

ing production department. It was 

an interesting job that paid well for 

a high school kid.  

One morning I saw an ad for a 

Mustang at car lot located on the 

Southside of town. A little inde-

pendent car lot (Cont’d on next pg) 
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- called C&D Motors. I knew this had to be 

the place since those letters are my initials. I 

drove to the car lot and there it was – a bur-

gundy 1965 Mustang coupe with white interi-

or. It had a 289 V8, and a 3 speed standard 

floor shift. It had no A/C, no center console, 

but was in overall good condition. It had 58k 

miles on the odometer. A bit high for a 3 

year old car. But it didn’t have many options; 

it was priced well at $1000 – Cash only. Plus 

TT&L. I was excited – but I still needed a lit-

tle more money – now that I had a better 

paying job, I knew I could do this… so that 

weekend I took my mom to see the car. I 

needed to get her approval. She always 

liked cool cars, so it wasn’t hard to get her 

okay. She liked the car. So the deal was 

done, and I drove home in the Mustang.  

My dad had always told me that whenever a 

used car was purchased, the first thing to do 

is to change the oil and filter – and give the 

car a good tune-up. So that is what I did with 

the Mustang. New spark plugs, wires, points, 

condenser and distributor cap along with a 

new air filter, and fresh oil and filter.  It ran— 

 

  

Cont’d from page 1 

.great!  And since I had a good paying job 

with the San Antonio Light, I was able to 

have an under the dash Air Conditioner in-

stalled during the summer. A neighborhood 

auto service center had a special going on – 

for $250 installed. It even included a larger 

radiator fan to help cool the engine with the 

added pull of the compressor. What a deal… 

I loved that car. I kept it through my high 

school graduation.  Then I was ready for a 

newer car. Cars number 3 and 4 were next. 

Car number 3 was a short term – until num-

ber 4 came along. I’ll elaborate on that story 

next time. Until then, enjoy your ride – what-

ever it may be. 

1959 Ford  

Galaxie 500 
 

1962 Olds 88 

 

1961 Pontiac    
Catalina 

1965  

Mustang 
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August Event 
Siobain’s Collectibles 

Our group met up together in Boerne. From 

there, we enjoyed  a scenic drive along the 

country roads to Comfort, Texas. Our destina-

tion - Siobhain’s  Antiques and Collectibles oth-

erwise known as Shopping with Siobhain.. It 

was an excellent destination to explor unique 

vintage and antique treasures. The variety and 

uniqueness of the collection made for an inter-

esting experience for everyone. 

In back of the store is an area with a bar/

kitchen that can be used for parties and cater-

ing events. A really nice touch. There is an op-

tion to stay overnight in one of several cabins or 

casitas as they are referred to. 

On a side note, we met an old Benz club friend 

from several years ago. Paulette Sontag. She 

lives in Kerrville, so meeting us in Comfort was 

a better plan for her. We caught up on cars and 

life stories. She still has her 1982 SL380… I 

think it is a 1982, but still a 380SL. She also 

has a 2014 E350 Cabriolet that she drove on 

this day. It was so good to see her again and 

she has re-joined the club, so I’m sure we will 

see her again soon. 
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                    August Event—Continued 

So onward to our next destination – Camp 

Verde General Store and Restaurant.. There 

were 8 of us at this point.  Although the store 

has been in this same spot for over 150 years, 

it has gone through many changes. The store 

has a wide variety of products gathered from 

artisans and producers from around the world. 

And fine food offered in their restaurant is pre-

pared fresh with something for everyone’s 

needs and likes. We had an excellent lunch. 

From there we drove on to Apple Annie’s Or-

chard in Medina just down the road from the 

restaurant. Apple Annie has everything Apple. 

All creations are from their apple orchard. From 

homemade apple pies, turnovers, jams and jel-

lies, to apple ice cream. A wonderful stop for us 

– we sampled the soft serve apple ice cream 

and added a bit of their homemade apple cider 

syrup for a topping… Soooo Good!  

This was the end of our day – everyone said 
their good-byes and went on their way home. 
By the time we got back home, there were 162 
miles added to the odometer on the SL What a 
great driving car too! It’s nice to drive in a Mer-
cedes-Benz – no matter what model it is. 

Happy Motoring.  
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John Briggs 

President , 

Board Member  

Page 5  

SEC TIO N  OF FI C ER S  

3rd Quarter  

Charles Dove 

Newsletter Editor, 

Board Member 

Martin Rios 

Treasurer , 

Webmaster , 

Board Member 

Joe Aaron  

Board Member 

Open position—

Secretary , Board 

Member 

Tim Pappas, 

Board Member 

Continue to have strength and courage.  
We stand with you... 

Dee Ann Raz 

Event Coordinator , 

Board Member 

Louis Forrai, 

Member Chair, 

Board Member 
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November Election—Voting: 

This November we have a very important election. It will define who 

we are as a nation, and who we are as human beings. It will 

determine whether we preserve our democracy as we have always 

known it. It will determine whether we maintain our humanity, justice 

and our compassion. We have a chance to make a difference and to 

vote for decency, honesty and integrity. We all have the right to vote, 

and it is up to all of us to be mindful and educated with real facts in 

this election. Our rights and freedoms are on the ballot. Every vote 

matters. We can make a difference. Please vote wisely. 
C. Dove 
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 Upcoming Events:Upcoming Events:  

October 26th—Gateway Classic Cars in New Braunfels.  There will be a car show 
from 9:00 to 12:00. We can meet up there, check out the cars and the car show. 
Then go to lunch at Freiheist Country Store and restaurant.  

November—Nothing scheduled. Have a Happy Thanksgiving. 

December  7th—Holiday Dinner Party at Stone Werks on 1604 and Blanco in the 
Vineyard Shopping Center. More on this will come to your inbox. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Esan Thai Noodle Restaurant 

 

For exceptional Thai and Asian 

Cuisine—Owned and operated 

By Club members Sak and Bebe 

Reeves. 

 

 

 

 

 

All of our Events are subject to change following CDC 
guidelines.  Events will be planned with social distancing with 

health and safety in mind. We encourage face mask protection. 

Auto Detailing in your own 
driveway! 

$125—$150—Schedule your 
appointment with Tee. 

https://www.gatewayclassiccars.com/inventory/san?utm_source=Google%20My%20Business&utm_medium=Organic&utm_campaign=Google%20My%20Business%20Listing%20-%20SAN
https://www.freiheitcountrystore.net/
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Can’t find your Membership Card? 

 
No worries! Just call the national business 
office at 800-637-2360 or go online at 
www.mbca.org to request another card. 

Keep the card with you to enjoy dealership 
and other member discounts. 

Texas Hill Country Section | MBCA Is On The Web!   

 

 

               National website – www.mbca.org 

               Texas Hill Country Facebook Page      

                You Tube channel    

 

MBCA Texas Hill Country Section Newsletter - published four times a year is the official newsletter of the 

Texas Hill Country Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America. 

 

Opinions - Opinions expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily those of either MBCA or the 

Texas Hill Country Section.  Neither MBCA nor the Texas Hill Country Section endorses products or services 

but may, as part of our informational activities, allow them to be cited in articles and notices.   

 

Trademarks - The trade names and trademarks "Mercedes-Benz", "Mercedes", and the three-pointed star 

in a circle are owned by DBAG and are authorized for use by its licenses which include MBCA, exclusively. 

 

Reprints - Reprinting original material herein is permitted if a proper attribution (source, including date of 

issue) is shown. 

 

Advertising - We welcome advertisers whose subject matter is relevant to MBCA or of interest to members 

of the Section.  Advertising runs for one year (four issues) starting with the first issue.  MBCA members may 

place a classified ad for free providing that ad is Mercedes specific.  No inference should be made that 

products or services advertised herein have been approved by the MCBA/Texas Hill Country Section board 

of directors or this newsletter editor. 

 

Articles and Submissions – Copy for our quarterly newsletter should be e-mailed to the newsletter editor 

(riopaloma@sbcglobal.net) by the 10th of the month prior to the next issue.  For example, submissions for 

the September issue should be received by the editor by August 10th. If you have an interesting story 

about your Mercedes experience, we would like to hear about it. If you’ve pur-

chased a new or new to you Mercedes, we like to hear about that too.  

 

 

 

 

NOTE: The mbca.org website is transitioning to a 
new platform. It has a new look. You may have to 
create a new login and password. The mbca Nation-
al club is still refining the site. So be patient.  

http://www.mbca.org
http://www.mbca.org
https://www.facebook.com/TexasHillCountrySectionMercedesBenzCarClub/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRp9MshdO3Y
mailto:riopaloma@sbcglobal.net

